Current work and future plans of the Russell A. Firestone Radiation Therapy Center.
The idea of a Radiotherapy Center at Memorial Hospital began in about 1966 with the recommendations of a panel appointed by the Board of Managers that ". . . programs of radiation therapy in the Memorial Center and in the New York Hospital-Cornell Medical Center be coordinated; that the administration of radiation therapy be restricted to radiotherapists and that they have clinical responsibility for patient having radiation therapy; that policies as to modality of treatment be determined through joint decisions of the departments of medicine, surgery, pediatrics and radiation therapy." The implementation of these recommendations is described and their extension to cooperating community hospitals in a regional radiotherapy program is outlined. The prospects of further progress in radiation therapy, based on the triad of patient care, teaching and research, now seem assured.